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DURHAM, NH – Newly-elected Governor Chris Sununu's job approval is consistent with those of his predecessors at the outset of their
governorships, and his personal favorability has risen considerably since the 2016 campaign. Granite Staters are increasingly posiƟve
about the State Legislature's performance and the overal direcƟon of the state.
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and ﬁve (505) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and celular telephone between January 31 and
February 8, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.4 percent.
Gubernatorial Approval
Chris Sununu was sworn in as New Hampshire's 82nd governor on January 5, 2017. He begins his term with similiar approval raƟngs as
his three most recent predecessors, Craig Benson, John Lynch, and Maggie Hassan. In the most recent Granite State Pol, 42% of Granite
Staters say they approve of the job Sununu is doing as governor, 13% disapprove, and 45% are neutral or don’t know enough to say. In
February 2003, 43% of New Hampshire adults said they approved of the job Craig Benson was doing as Governor, in February 2005, 43%
approved of John Lynch, and in February 2013, 38% approved of Maggie Hassan.
Republicans (58%), those who frequently listen to conservaƟve radio (57%) and those who frequently watch WMUR (52%) are most
likely to say they approve of the job Sununu is doing as governor. Democrats (28%) and those who have completed postgraduate work
(31%) are least likely to approve of Sununu.































NH Gubernatorial Approval at 1 Month into Term
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK
Favorability RaƟngs - Governor Chris Sununu
Sununu's personal favorability raƟngs have increased since his elecƟon in November 2016. Currently, 42% of New Hampshire adults say
they have a favorable opinion of Sununu, 17% have an unfavorable opinion, 19% are neutral, and 22% say they don’t know enough
about him to say. Sununu's net favorability raƟng, the percentage having a favorable opinion minus the percentage having an
unfavorable opinion, is +25%, up signiﬁcantly from -5% in October 2016. Sununu is very popular among Republicans (+50% net
favorable) and popular among Independents (+31%), but somewhat unpopular among Democrats (-9%).










Favorability RaƟngs - NH Governor Chris Sununu
Approval of New Hampshire Legislature
Republicans retained control of both houses of the New Hampshire legislature in the November 2016 elecƟon. This represents the ﬁrst
Ɵme since 2010 that one party has held both houses of the legislature and the Governor's oﬃce. Currently, 47% of New Hampshire
adults approve of how the State Legislature is doing its job, 19% disapprove, and 34% are neutral or don’t know enough to say.
Approval of the State Legislature has largely remained steady recently, but only half as many New Hampshire adults disapprove of the
job they are doing compared to August 2016, when 38% disapproved.
Approval is somewhat Ɵed to parƟsanship: a majority (58%) of Republicans approve of the job the legislature is doing but only 44% of
Independents and 38% of Democrats feel that way.












Approval RaƟng - NH Legislature
Favorable Unfavorable
Approve Disapprove Neither/Don't Know
Right DirecƟon or Wrong Track
Most New Hampshire residents conƟnue to think the state as a whole is headed in the right direcƟon. Currently, 70% of New Hampshire
adults feel the state is heading in the right direcƟon, only 18% think the state is seriously oﬀ on the wrong track, and 12% don't know or
are unsure. The percentage of Granite Staters who think the state is on the right track (70%) is Ɵed for the highest amount since
September 2008. This feeling is biparƟsan as majoriƟes of Republicans (77%), Democrats (71%), and Independents (60%) say the state is
headed in the right direcƟon.
Respondents who frequently read the Union Leader (85%) and those with a high school degree or less (82%) are most likely to say NH is
heading in the right direcƟon.












NH Heading in Right DirecƟon or On Wrong Track?
Right Direction Wrong Track DK/Not Sure
Granite State Pol Methodology
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and ﬁve (505) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between
January 31 and Febuary 8, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.4 percent. These MSE’s have not been adjusted for
design eﬀect. The design eﬀect for the survey is 1.2%.
The random sample used in the Granite State Pol was purchased from MarkeƟng Systems Group (MSG), Horsham, PA. MSG screens
each selected telephone number to eliminate non-working numbers, disconnected numbers, and business numbers to improve the
eﬃciency of the sample, reducing the amount of Ɵme interviewers spend caling non-usable numbers.
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households. AddiƟonaly, data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. In addiƟon to potenƟal sampling error, al surveys have other potenƟal sources of non-sampling
error including quesƟon order eﬀects, quesƟon wording eﬀects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to
100%. The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesƟons.
For more informaƟon about the methodology used in the Granite State Pol, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at
andrew.smith@unh.edu.


















































































“Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling his job as governor?”
N
476
Favorability RaƟngs - Governor Chris Sununu
“Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling his job as governor?”




























































































































































“And generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way the New Hampshire legislature is handling its job?”
NH - Right DirecƟon or Wrong Track
“Do you think things in New Hampshire are generaly going in the right direcƟon or are they seriously oﬀ on the wrong track?"
Right





















































































































































































































































































































Attend services 1 or more/week
Once-twice a month
































































































































































































































Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't Know
STATEWIDE 22%17%19%42%







































Attend services 1 or more/week
Once-twice a month

























































































































































































































































































































Attend services 1 or more/week
Once-twice a month
































































































































































































































Right Direction Wrong Track DK/Not Sure
STATEWIDE 12%18%70%







































Attend services 1 or more/week
Once-twice a month






















Region of StateCentral / Lakes
Connecticut Valey
Manchester Area
Mass Border
North Country
Seacoast
Congressional
District
First Cong. District
Second Cong. District
11%
13%
10%
12%
20%
20%
77%
67%
70%
10%
17%
10%
13%
23%
19%
77%
60%
71%
12%
10%
12%
15%
14%
26%
73%
75%
61%
11%
7%
6%
11%
9%
15%
16%
8%
17%
15%
20%
18%
73%
85%
77%
73%
71%
67%
10%
11%
16%
11%
18%
18%
21%
15%
73%
71%
63%
74%
11%
13%
13%
22%
76%
65%
9%
10%
13%
14%
20%
20%
23%
4%
70%
70%
64%
82%
11%
14%
16%
9%
20%
19%
6%
19%
69%
67%
78%
72%
20%
19%
2%
8%
12%
18%
20%
22%
22%
14%
62%
61%
76%
70%
74%
8%
14%
22%
14%
70%
72%
8%
12%
18%
17%
74%
70%
14%
7%
16%
21%
70%
73%
15%
5%
11%
6%
14%
18%
14%
21%
16%
15%
20%
23%
71%
74%
74%
79%
66%
58%
15%
9%
18%
17%
67%
74%
139
235
113
183
126
164
163
159
114
285
87
155
52
157
66
90
142
106
125
242
255
63
91
206
124
193
117
63
89
45
40
18
177
185
244
220
68
416
358
129
81
40
127
80
84
83
260
236
